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IT MAY BE THE YEAR OF THE PIG,
BUT THE CITY IS WRONG TO ASK FOR MORE TAXES

On February 28, the Hannemann administration released plans for the

largest budget in Honolulu history, asking authority to spend over $2.36
2l billion. It also asks authority to borrow a record setting $724 million in

capitol improvement projects for the 2007-2008 fiscal year.
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adding a %2 percent increase to the General Excise Tax. To this end,

Councilmember Djou has once again introduced again legislation to put

a cap on budget increases and spending in the City.




Up-to-the-minute accident
information available online

Want to know the quickest and easiest way to
get there? Tired of being stranded in traffic,
sometimes for up to an hour, because of an
accident? Up-to-the-minute information is now
at your fingertips at the HPD Traffic Information
website. The website automatically refreshes
every 30 seconds. The site is interactive with
options to search for accidents by date, time,
address, location, and area.

Check out the website at:
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STRONG ANTI-CORRUPTION LEGISLATION
NEEDED FOR RAIL PROCUREMENT

On March 7, Councilmember Charles Djou
introduced legislation prohibiting companies with a
criminal record of bribery or corruption from being
awarded Honolulu’s multi-billion dollar mass transit
contract.

The momentum to introduce this legislation comes
from the discovery that several major transit
manufacturing companies are under investigation
or have been convicted of bribing local municipal
officials. Some of these companies are poised to
bid for the multi-billion dollar mass transit system.

http:/iwww4.honolulu.gov/hpdtraffic/

On March 7, Counciimember Djou spoke
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At the City Council meeting on February 21,

the
Council recognized East Honolulu resident Margaret
Marcus for her community contributions.

Councilmember Djou notes there's an enormous
incentive and an incredible pay off for corruption
with a multi-billion dollar government project like
rail. Furthermore, Councilmember Djou says that to

j avoid even the appearance of impropriety the City

must establish a policy that it will not deal with
companies that have engaged in past corrupt
practices.
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Reminder: The next full City Council meeting will
be held on March 14, 10 a.m. on the third floor of
Honolulu Hale. The next Regular Committee
meetings will be on March 27, 28, 29 also at
Honolulu Hale.




